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EDITION OF AUGUST 2024. 
 
THE SHOW REPORT. 
 
You may be interested to note that between them Judith and Alex have put together a very nice 
report upon the Show held at the Botanical Gardens in June. A few choice comments and some 
excellent photographs go together to make a smashing article. You can view it at:- 

1. The Home Page of the website as well as a 'permanent' link at 
2.  http://midlandbonsai.org/annual-show-2024. 

It will also feature in the next edition of the UKBA bulletin – at least that’s the plan, although we 
are uncertain of the form that that particular version will take as the Editor seemed unable to 
manage the PDF version sent to him in the first place. 
 
 
COMING UP AT THE MBS. 
 
The August meeting on 1st August will feature member presentations, where several members 
have been invited to bring along a tree of theirs and talk us through its history and their future plans 
for it. There will also be an auction of the pots donated by the widow of the late Bill Tromans. 
 
COMING UP AT REDDITCH BONSAI. 
 
The August meeting of the society will feature Judith’s presentation upon “The History of 
Bonsai”. The date is 15th of the month. 
 
TRIP. 
 
Please note that Teanah is now in charge of organising a trip to the Japanese Garden at Cottered. 
We dare say that she will be in touch in due course, the overall plan being to fix this for a 
September date if possible. 
 
VIDEOS TO WATCH. 
 
Junior Parris got in touch to tell us about a video which he thought was worth watching. Here it is, 
it’s by MARK AKINS:- 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pxI-_2K-Sy8 
While we were checking that out we came across one by PETER CHAN where he tries to salvage 
a thoroughly neglected San Jose Juniper. This is the one:- 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BB9xpJNKcmc 



 
 

 
 

 
PROMOTIONAL TABLE AT BOURNVILLE GARDEN CENTRE. 
 
On Friday 19th July a small but determined band comprising your Editor, Judith Davison, Peter 
Clarke and Anne Walton manned a promotional table at the mentioned garden centre in the hope of 
garnering new members for one or other of the societies. The centre was pretty busy all afternoon 
and although some passing interest was shown that’s about as far as it went. We are doubtful as to 
whether we shall attract any new members. We would be wary about recommending another such 
venture but if anyone wants to have a go, feel free! N.B. By the time that the photograph was taken 
Peter and Anne had had to depart! 
 
 

 
 
 
GARDENING TIP OF THE MONTH. 
 
When it’s not raining just sit in the garden, drink some tea and enjoy what you see around you! 
 
It’s been a funny year though. My nicotiana, sweet williams, prairie mallow, pyrethrum and 
foxgloves, all destined for the allotment, are really slow starters. I suppose they will eventually 
make it! Fingers crossed. 
 
BONSAI TIP OF THE MONTH. 
 
We are tempted to say the same about your bonsai. However it may be time to start thinking about 
changing any feeding, the frequency of which can be reduced, to concentrate on fertilisers with a 
reduced nitrogen content and increased phosphorous. Keep an eye on wiring, particularly on pines 
to ensure that applied wire does not start biting into developing trunks/branches. 
 
We thought that you might like to see this Satsuki Azalea in our collection. It was purchased many 
years ago from George Davis when he left Birmingham.  Having flowered it has now been 
re-potted. It always amazes us that you can find flowers of several different colours on one tree! 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Satsuki Azalea. 
 

A recent addition to Robert Walton’s collection (from David Cheshire Nursery)

 
Ponerorchis Graminiffolia 

 
 
That’s all for this month, folks. 
 
R and A Gilkes 22nd July 2024. 
 
STOP PRESS. 
 
We have now heard from Mark Moreland/UKBA and we are pleased to say that he has managed to 
incorporate Judith’s and Alex’s excellent article into a single document again and which will be on 
the UKBA website under the following heading and presumably in their Newsletter which will no 
doubt follow in the near future 
https://ukbonsaiassociationgallery.weebly.com/240609-midland-bs-show.ht
ml 



 
 

 
 

  
 


