——
AR &

~

alh .

Midland
! Bonsaip

Societyyp

REDDITCH BONSAI

www.midlandbonsai.org www.redditchbonsai.co.uk

Edition of October 2024.

EDITOR’S REMARKS.

We were all saddened to hear that John Ville had died. We are sure that you will all be aware of the
struggle that John made to cope with his condition. He did his very best to cope with his position as
Show Secretary but was also sensible enough to accept that there were times when he just couldn’t
manage it. We had, frankly, almost lost count of the times he had been in hospital over the last
years. We have the contact details of his son, David if required by anyone. His funeral takes place
on Thursday 26® September at 12.15 p.m. at Lodge Hill and afterwards at the Old Farm Hotel,
Bournville. It’s at the junction of Linden Road and Bournville Lane. Further details of the funeral
arrangements can be viewed at:-

https://mortonsfunerals.co.uk/funerals/john-anthony-ville/

REDDITCH AT THE BOTANICAL GARDENS.

In just the same way that the MBS turned out at the Botanicals earlier this year Redditch take up
the mantle at the end of this month, on Sunday 29™ September. We shall be hoping to encourage
visitors to consider bonsai as a hobby/pastime but as ever we always approach these opportunities
with a somewhat sanguine frame of mind!

COMING UP AT THE MBS.

On 3" October we welcome back Malcolm Hughes. He will present a bit of a “Resurrection” job
on a group planting which he has been given — or what’s left of it. As ever with Malcolm he is
always willing to look at your trees and offer an opinion, so, do bring along anything you want
“sorted”.

COMING UP AT REDDITCH BONSAL

The October meeting features a presentation by Wes Pinfield on Winter Preparation. The date is
17" Octobeer.

GARDENING TIP OF THE MONTH.

If you're thinking of letting part of your garden go a bit wild, now is a good time to do something
about it! Whether it's a tiny bit of lawn or a large field, you will be creating a natural, relaxed, low
maintenance space perfect for attracting pollinating insects and other wildlife.



Autumn is the best time to start a meadow. Many wildflowers are perennial and like to sit in the
soil in early autumn when the weather is still warm after which they need the colder months of
winter to break their dormancy and then, come spring they will be ready to pop up as the weather
warms again. Perennial meadows take a little while to establish but your patience will be rewarded
when the flowers return each year.

For more instant colour you can try the annual cornflower mix which can be grown alone or
alongside perennial mixes. You can also try packets of individual wildflower species to add to
existing meadows or you can create your own bespoke mix.

Yellow Rattle is a great plant to use when starting a meadow as it inhibits the growth of grasses
while allowing wild flower seed to thrive. It can be bought in bulk if required.

BONSAI TIP OF THE MONTH.

It’s still not too late to treat your pots/bonsai for vine weevil and possibly leather jackets (crane
fly/daddy long legs) But don’t wait too long before acting as if the soil gets too cold performance
of the treatment will be affected. We get our supply of nematodes from The Green Gardener.

A NOTE AND REFLECTION FROM DAVE HOW/REDDITCH.

“It was really nice to welcome David Cheshire to Redditch again tonight. As usual, his thoughtful and
well-reasoned insights have been gratefully received. Thanks to Wes, Judith and Richard for arranging!

Some trees seem to be experiencing a somewhat earlier start to autumn this year, it's been fascinating to
see trident maples displaying autumn colour already. It will be interesting to see the range of trees
brought in next month for their autumn colour.”

(Editor's note — It's always nice to know that one’s efforts are appreciated. Any comments about the
advancing season would be welcome as would a fine display of trees at the next meetings of the

societies.)

R and A Gilkes. 25™ September 2024.



